
 

 

 
 

 

New Hope-Sole bury School District 
Special Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 9, 2016 – 6:00 PM 
District Office Conference Room 

 
Attendance 
 
 School Board – Jennifer Gormley (Chair), Mark Cowell 
 Administration – David Lieberman, Steve Yanni, Chris Cortellessa 
 Committee Members – Michelle Reynolds, Charlie Huchet, Catherine Learmonth, 

Beth Joyner, Jennifer Black, Pam Thompson, Jen Jones, Gretchen Reiley, Patty 
Reidy, Deborah Peckman, Gary Kirsch, Kristine Quimby 

 Presenters –   
 Public –  Elizabeth Kirsch 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Gormley at 6:00PM. 
 
Review of minutes from (1/19/16) - Approved by the committee. 
 

Old Business 
 

 Mrs. Gormley indicated that we will hold on the services survey.  We will 
discuss this at a later date. 

 Mrs. Gormley asked for the committee’s endorsement of an ad hoc committee 
regarding bullying.  Mrs. Gormely, Mr. Cowell, Dr. Cortellessa, and Dr. Yanni 
will meet to discuss the parameters for the ad hoc committee. 
 

 
New Business 

 
 Mr. Lieberman presented the Special Education Data Report.  The report 

encompassed SY 2008-2009 through 2014-2015.  Our special education 
population is approximately 235 students.  We have seen an increase in 
students with IEPs spending at least 80% of their day in regular education 
settings. 

 Mrs. Reynolds spoke to the co-teaching model at the elementary level. 
 Mrs. Reidy and Mrs. Jones both spoke to the lack of co-teaching at the 

secondary level, specifically in science and social studies course. 
 The committee discussed the co-teaching model.  The UES has a co-teaching 

model as does the MS and HS.  At the MS level, co-teaching exists in math and 



 

 

English.  At the HS, co-teaching exists in math, English, and biology.  The 
committee would like to see an expansion of co-teaching at the HS and MS.   

 Dr. Yanni spoke to how we are working to overcome not having co-teaching at 
the secondary level in some content areas.  Specifically, Dr. Yanni referenced 
project based learning and universal lesson design. 

 Mrs. Gormley asked for a “costing out” of hiring out own Behavior 
Analyst/BCBA. 

 A conversation ensued about the mental health needs of our students.  Mr. 
Lieberman indicated that there are several students in our district presenting 
with mental health challenges.  Mr. Lieberman further stated that a licensed 
clinical social worker would be a benefit to our district. 

 Mr. Lieberman reminded the committee about the upcoming presentations by 
Dr. Catherine Dahlsgard. 

 Mrs. Lawson spoke about collaborating on post-secondary services and 
perhaps partnering with another district. 

 Mrs. Gormley also asked that we discuss post-secondary programming at our 
next meeting. 

 
Public comment: 
 

 None 
 
Mrs. Gormley adjourned the meeting at 7:25. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Lieberman 
Director of Pupil Services 
 


